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[Rollcall Vote No. 45 Ex.] 

YEAS—83 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Allard 
Baucus 
Bennett 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Brownback 
Burr 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 
Dodd 
Dole 
Domenici 
Dorgan 

Durbin 
Enzi 
Feingold 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lott 
Lugar 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Mikulski 

Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Obama 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Roberts 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Tester 
Thomas 
Thune 
Vitter 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—14 

Bayh 
Bond 
Bunning 
Chambliss 
Clinton 

Coburn 
DeMint 
Ensign 
Feinstein 
Graham 

Harkin 
McCain 
Smith 
Sununu 

NOT VOTING—3 

Johnson Martinez Voinovich 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is laid upon the table, and the 
President shall be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate shall 
now resume legislative action. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SENATOR THAD 
COCHRAN ON HIS 10,000TH VOTE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise on behalf of a colleague and friend, 
Senator THAD COCHRAN. Last Tuesday, 
THAD cast his 10,000th vote here in the 
Senate, and in typical fashion, we 
didn’t hear a whole lot about it. As 
THAD once told a reporter: 

That is just the way I was brought up. I be-
lieve you don’t have to toot your own horn 
too much. 

Always humble, THAD is the perfect 
embodiment of the southern gen-
tleman, and the Senate is a better and 
more civil place because of him. 

THAD’s political career got off to an 
early start. As a teenager, he passed 
out campaign literature with his mom 
in Utica, MS. He helped his dad with 
voter registration drives, and a few 
decades later, he would make Bill and 
Emma Cochran proud by becoming the 
first Mississippi Republican in more 
than a century to win a statewide of-
fice—no small feat for a guy whose 
first job was working as a carhop at 
Gunn’s Dairy Bar. 

THAD was always a standout. An 
Eagle Scout, he earned varsity letters 
in football, basketball, baseball, and 

tennis and was valedictorian of his 
high school class. He served with dis-
tinction in a 2-year tour with the Navy. 
He excelled in law school and became a 
partner in one of Mississippi’s top law 
firms in just 21⁄2 years. And he served 
the people of the Magnolia State with 
distinction and grace in the U.S. Con-
gress for 35 years. 

THAD’s colleagues in the Senate have 
seen his humility up close. The people 
at the Neshoba County Fair got to see 
it for themselves a few years back. As 
THAD’s car pulled up, a big crowd gath-
ered around to shake his hand. So when 
the passenger side door opened, they 
all rushed in and got a good close look 
at THAD’s personal assistant, Fred 
Pagen. They didn’t expect to see THAD 
behind the wheel, nor do a lot of other 
folks who have picked him up at events 
in DC and back home. 

THAD gets a lot of special treatment. 
The Ten Thousandth Vote Club is sort 
of like the Five Hundredth Home Run 
Club in baseball. As you might expect, 
Senator BYRD is the Hank Aaron of the 
Senate, but THAD might get there yet, 
and those of us who have had the good 
pleasure of working with him hope that 
he does. 

Winston Churchill once said of an 
enemy: 

He has all the virtues I dislike and all the 
vices I admire. 

Mr. President, I feel the opposite 
about my friend, THAD COCHRAN. He 
has all the virtues I admire and none of 
the vices I dislike. 

So I congratulate him on his many 
years of dedicated service and thank 
him for his friendship and, above all, 
his extraordinary example. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there 
were ever a time during my career here 
in the Senate where I say I associate 
myself with those remarks, I do now. 
THAD COCHRAN is a wonderful man. As 
the distinguished Republican leader 
said, he is strong. He doesn’t talk very 
much. He is silent most of the time. He 
loves the Senate. He is one of the peo-
ple I look to for maintaining the dig-
nity of the Senate. 

On the Appropriations Committee, 
which I have had the pleasure of serv-
ing with him since I came to the Sen-
ate, he is as dignified as he is in the 
Senate and as he is everyplace else. He 
believes in following regular order. He 
believes in working through the tedi-
ous process the Senate requires. I look 
forward to working with him this year. 

Senator MCCONNELL and I have made 
a commitment, and Senator COCHRAN 
knows this, to do our appropriations 
bills this year. We are going to work 
together on a bipartisan basis to get 
those bills completed and Senator 
COCHRAN will be an integral part of our 
being able to do this. 

We all have fond memories of THAD 
COCHRAN. My personal feeling of 
warmth relates to a trip we took. I 
took my wife Landra and he took his 
lovely wife Rose and we had a wonder-

ful time. Senator Glenn was there lead-
ing the delegation. I will always re-
member that. I will always remember 
the relationship of the two of you. 

So as we proceed through the dif-
ficult days ahead of us in the Senate, 
everyone within the sound of my voice 
should understand that one reason we 
will be able to make it through the 
troubled waters of the Senate is be-
cause of THAD COCHRAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican whip is recognized. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I want to 
thank my colleague from Vermont, 
Senator LEAHY, for allowing me to go 
next in line so I can speak briefly 
about my colleague from the State of 
Mississippi. I thank Senator MCCON-
NELL for his remarks, and Senator 
REID. They did a magnificent job sum-
ming up the character of this great 
Senator from Mississippi. 

Senator COCHRAN and I have been in 
the Congress together now for—this is 
our 35th year. We came together in the 
House of Representatives in 1973. He 
moved over to the Senate in 1978. He 
was elected, and came here in 1979, and 
eventually I tagged along with him 
again. 

Senator COCHRAN and I go back to 
the 1960s. We were both students at the 
same university, the University of Mis-
sissippi. His wife Rose and I were in the 
same class, and we worked together in 
student activities. I always felt I had a 
special friendship with Senator COCH-
RAN because of my friendship also with 
his wife Rose. 

Our parents were schoolteachers— 
both his mother and father and my 
mother. We both started out as Bap-
tists, and I think we still are, in a way. 
Just right down the line, we have a lot 
in common. In fact, some people won-
der how I get as many votes as I do in 
Mississippi. It is because I think some 
people get confused between THAD and 
TRENT, and I am known in some areas 
as Thad Lott, but it seems to work. I 
benefit by standing in the reflection of 
his great stature in our State of Mis-
sissippi. 

I am very proud of my colleague from 
our State. We have had some great 
Senators from our State, but Senator 
COCHRAN is rising to the level of the 
stature of the best of those. So I am 
very proud of the record he has 
achieved here, the number of votes he 
has cast, and I am hoping that he will 
cast 10,000 more before he decides to 
leave this great institution. 

But I must say on a very personal 
note, I have never been more proud of 
my colleague from Mississippi than I 
was in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005 and 2006. His quiet, 
steady, methodical, rational effort to 
help us get what we needed to recover 
from that major disaster was an in-
credible thing to watch. The respect he 
has in this institution on both sides of 
the aisle helped him to lead the way in 
getting the help we needed for our 
State. I was belated in doing it, but I 
will never quit doing it, when last fall 
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I thanked the Senate—the Congress— 
for what they did do for us after that 
hurricane. Everything Senator COCH-
RAN and I and others from our State 
asked the Congress to do, they did it, 
and we will always be in debt. 

On the 1-year anniversary of that 
cataclysmic event in our State, he and 
I were sitting on the same platform as 
the Sun came up in Biloxi, MS, on Au-
gust 29, 2006—a hot morning. A year 
earlier, the water had been about— 
probably 25 feet from where we were 
sitting. The surge was that high, or 
more. There were many of us on that 
platform: mayors, supervisors, Con-
gressmen, the Governor. We were all 
taking deep bows for all the money we 
had brought to the people of this dev-
astated area. 

Finally, I had about all I could stand, 
including taking my own bows, and I 
finally rose and said: It is fine to share 
the credit, and there are many of us 
here who have done our best. But most 
of us could not be taking credit for 
what has happened if it were not for 
the man sitting right behind me on 
this platform, Senator THAD COCHRAN 
of Mississippi. 

It is an incredible thing we have ex-
perienced in terms of pain and suf-
fering but also in honor and in glory 
and in appreciation for what has hap-
pened since then. So I hope there are 
many other high-water marks in his 
great career, but none will ever be ap-
preciated so much as the service he 
gave to our State and to our country in 
the aftermath of that hurricane. 

Thank you, my colleague. It is a 
pleasure serving with you. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia is recognized. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I think the 
Senator from Vermont has to go to a 
meeting quickly. How much time do 
you need? 

Mr. LEAHY. Less than a minute. 
Mr. BYRD. I yield to the Senator for 

that purpose. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I thank 

the distinguished Senator from West 
Virginia, the most senior person here 
and, of course, the one who serves the 
closest with Senator COCHRAN on the 
Appropriations Committee. I could not 
help but think, listening to the won-
derful things my distinguished other 
friend from Mississippi, Senator LOTT, 
was saying about Senator THAD COCH-
RAN, about a recent trip overseas we 
took together, and I heard him saying 
many of those same things out of the 
hearing of Senator COCHRAN, praising 
Senator COCHRAN very much on that 
trip with myself and other Senators. I 
mention that because sometimes prais-
ing you outside your presence means 
more than doing it inside your pres-
ence. 

THAD COCHRAN is as close a friend as 
I have ever had in the Senate. We have 
traveled together overseas. I have trav-
eled to Mississippi with him. He ex-
plained to me I had to slow down my 
speech a little bit. He has come to 
Vermont with me. My late parents 

used to tell me what a nice young man 
he is. I know how much my mother and 
father enjoyed meeting him not only in 
Vermont but in subsequent visits to 
Washington. 

I recall what Senator Stennis once 
said of Senator COCHRAN: He is a Sen-
ator, all in capital letters. You could 
hear John Stennis’s voice boom over 
here: He is a Senator’s Senator. He is a 
Senator. Most importantly to me, he is 
my good friend. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, Senators 

know of my good nature, and so some 
of them want me to yield, which I will 
do. I am the President pro tempore. I 
wouldn’t ask another President pro 
tempore to do that. But may I yield to 
my seatmate, Mr. DODD. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I thank my 
seatmate and colleague from West Vir-
ginia. I just want to add my voice to 
those who have spoken and those who 
are about to speak in saying that—just 
to repeat what Senator LEAHY said 
well—we use the words ‘‘Senator’s Sen-
ator’’ with some frequency here, but if 
I were to ask the question of which 
Senators reflected that expression 
more so than anyone else, it would 
have to be my colleague from West Vir-
ginia and my colleague from Mis-
sissippi. It is a pleasure to serve with 
him. I admire him immensely. He is ex-
actly what a Senator ought to be: a 
good legislator and a good person who 
cares about his country, and I am 
proud to serve with him. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I 
know the Senator from West Virginia 
wants to make his comments. I wonder 
if I could just have one moment as 
well. 

Mr. BYRD. Of course. I yield to my 
friend from Massachusetts, Mr. KEN-
NEDY. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I had 
the good fortune of meeting THAD 
COCHRAN before he was even a Senator. 
This was when he was wearing the uni-
form of the U.S. Navy and he was sta-
tioned up in the New England area in 
the late 1950s and early 1960s. I didn’t 
know at that time, when I was about to 
become a freshman Senator and he was 
in the service of our military, that our 
paths would cross again in this wonder-
ful Chamber, or that he would go on to 
have the kind of career he has had in 
the Senate. But it was evident then, so 
many years ago, that this impressive 
young naval officer possessed the same 
qualities we all see today. Then as now, 
THAD COCHRAN possessed a deep sense 
of fairness and compassion, a great 
commitment to this country we all 
love, and, above all, good judgment and 
good humor. 

THAD and I don’t always agree on pol-
icy matters—and more often than not 
we find ourselves on the opposite side 
of the issues—but those disagreements 
never diminish my respect for his 
thoughtfulness, and nor do they dimin-
ish the friendship I feel toward him. 

So I, too, want to join my colleagues 
in paying tribute to an extraordinary 
Senator and a great patriot as he 
marks this wonderful milestone. The 
people of Mississippi are fortunate in-
deed to have him fighting for them 
every day in the U.S. Senate, and all of 
us are lucky as well to call THAD COCH-
RAN our colleague and friend. He is a 
Senator of great integrity, and we con-
gratulate you THAD on this extraor-
dinary day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia is recognized. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, last week 
my friend—my friend—Senator THAD 
COCHRAN, the very distinguished mem-
ber of the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, achieved a milestone in his ca-
reer of public service to the people of 
Mississippi and the United States. Sen-
ator COCHRAN cast his 10,000th vote, his 
10,000th rollcall vote, a record only 27 
other Senators have achieved since the 
founding of this great Republic. 

A Senator’s vote is so much more 
than a number on the final tally. Each 
and every vote represents an invest-
ment of time, research, and analysis on 
the part of himself and, in many cases, 
on the part of the staff, also on a given 
issue. Each vote is an evaluation of 
what best serves one’s constituents, 
one’s State, and one’s country. 

Over these many years, I have per-
sonally noted that Senator COCHRAN 
approaches his responsibility with dili-
gence. I have many reasons to know 
that. He approaches his votes with dili-
gence, with a fine and keen intel-
ligence, with sterling courage—he is 
from Mississippi—with courage and 
compassion. 

This son of public-spirited and politi-
cally aware schoolteachers dem-
onstrated all these qualities at an 
early age as an Eagle Scout—I was 
never an Eagle Scout; I was a Tender-
foot—as a valedictorian—I know what 
that means—class valedictorian, as a 
varsity athlete—I don’t know what 
that means—as a varsity athlete in 
four sports. Man, that is something, a 
varsity athlete in four sports. He is a 
hard worker—I know what that 
means—at whatever task to which he 
applies himself. I can’t say much more 
than that. 

Senator COCHRAN achieved a scintil-
lating academic record at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of Law and 
went on to serve as a naval officer in 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 
The discipline and the critical thinking 
he learned in those venues has served 
him well during his tenure in the Con-
gress. 

The senior Senator from Mississippi 
has been a Member of the Senate since 
1978, and 1978 was when I was serving as 
the Senate majority leader. He served 
three terms in the House of Represent-
atives prior to that—and so did I, three 
terms in the House of Representatives. 

Throughout this time, Senator COCH-
RAN has paid particularly close atten-
tion to the needs of his constituents in 
Mississippi. That was his duty. Most 
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recently, after his home State was hit 
by the worst natural disaster in the 
history of the United States, the dis-
tinguished Senator—a colleague of his 
has already spoken of that but I men-
tion it here—Senator COCHRAN used his 
role as the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations to ad-
vance legislation that provided over $87 
billion—that is ‘‘billion;’’ a billion is 
one dollar for every minute since Jesus 
Christ was born—Mr. COCHRAN provided 
over $87 billion in supplemental Fed-
eral assistance to the States affected 
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

A country western artist once asked 
in song ‘‘where would we be without 
the love of a woman?’’ ‘‘Where would 
we be without the love of a woman?’’ 
Undoubtedly, the love and the support 
of his wife of over 42 years, Rose—I re-
member Rose—helped Senator COCHRAN 
achieve this great milestone. As I have 
risen to recognize the Senator, I also 
wish to salute Rose. She was a beau-
tiful lady, very warm smile, Rose. 

Again, I congratulate my colleague 
whose record in this Senate has been 
that of a true Christian gentleman and 
a man of genuine political humility. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I join 

my many colleagues today in recog-
nizing this remarkable achievement of 
my longtime friend, THAD COCHRAN, 
who has crossed the threshold of cast-
ing 10,000 rollcall votes in the U.S. Sen-
ate. In the over 200-year history of the 
Senate, only 28 Senators have reached 
this historic milestone. THAD and I 
both are privileged to be 2 of the 28. 

THAD and I were first elected to the 
Senate in 1978, and we are the only re-
maining Republican Senators of the 
class. He was sworn in 4 days prior to 
my taking the oath of office; and, con-
sequently, he is senior to me. I have al-
ways dutifully acknowledged that se-
niority. 

Colleagues have extolled his extraor-
dinary record, and I shall not add fur-
ther to his wonderful chapter of public 
service to Mississippi and our Nation. 

I have, however, a most unique, un-
like any other Senator, reason to have 
the highest regard for this wonderful 
man. For an extensive period in my 
life, over 20 years, I was a bachelor. 
There was a tragic loss of a life in our 
community—Belle Haven—of a man 
greatly admired and respected by all. I 
was privileged to have a friendship 
with this man. THAD helped his family 
and widow in the wake of that tragedy. 

There came a time in the years that 
followed that loss when I said to THAD, 
you know, this widow is someone I ad-
mire greatly, could I be of help, for I 
am making little or no progress what-
soever in gaining her attention. Being 
very protective, he allowed he would— 
in his own good time—try to draw his 
friend’s attention to me. And I am so 
grateful today to have my extraor-
dinary wife, Jeanne, who as you well 
know, loves you dearly. 

Mr. BYRD. Hear, hear. 
Mr. WARNER. I don’t know that I 

would be standing here today, given 
my wayward ways in life, had it not 
been for THAD COCHRAN and this won-
derful lady who cares for me now. So, 
THAD, I wish you well. What the future 
holds for both of us remains to be seen. 
But I am proud to be counted among 
your most devoted friends. 

As one describes you, I would say you 
reflect all the qualities a Senator 
should have—but foremost among 
them, is always your calm dignity. I 
yield the floor. 

I yield the floor. 
(Applause.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 

to be able to address the Senate as if in 
morning business for up to 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ISAKSON. At the outset, let me 
say as a rookie in the Senate, I add and 
echo everything that was said about 
Senator COCHRAN. He is truly one to 
whom all of us who are new to this 
body should subscribe and hope in time 
we could equal his accomplishment. 

f 

PRAYERS FOR CONGRESSMAN 
NORWOOD 

Mr. ISAKSON. I rise for a moment to 
ask all Members of the Senate to join 
me in expressing their concern, their 
hopes, and their prayers for Congress-
man CHARLIE NORWOOD. Congressman 
NORWOOD, of Georgia, yesterday noti-
fied the House and the Senate that he 
would be returning to his home in Au-
gusta. 

A little over 2 years ago, CHARLIE had 
a lung transplant to try to correct a 
degenerative disease which he had had 
with him throughout his life. That 
transplant was successful and he re-
turned to the House of Representatives 
and, as he always did, he represented 
the State of Georgia with courage, 
with dignity, and with tenacity. 

Unfortunately, last year, cancer oc-
curred in the lung and successfully was 
removed by surgery. But it has re-
appeared now in his liver. CHARLIE is 
fighting for his life. 

His lovely wife Gloria is in Augusta 
with him, and his countless thousands 
of friends are there. But in this busi-
ness that we go through in this Senate, 
there is always a time that all of us 
should reflect on the blessings we have, 
and that is the blessing of life. I pray 
now that the good Lord will look after 
CHARLIE and give him as much of that 
life as He possibly can. 

I think it is also appropriate that we 
reflect a minute on how important his 
service in the Congress has been. We all 
know that domestically health care, af-
fordability of health insurance, doctor- 
patient relationship is probably the 
singular thing the American people 
look to us to help solve. CHARLIE NOR-
WOOD and his cosponsorship of Nor-
wood-Dingell laid a platform for which 

one day many of those problems will be 
solved. He has fought tenaciously for 
better health care, for better patient- 
doctor relationships, and a better rela-
tionship between the Federal Govern-
ment and the providers of lifesaving 
health care around the country. 

At this moment, while a champion of 
health care is in dire straits himself, I 
hope all Members will join me and pray 
that his recovery will be fast and swift 
and that God puts His blessed hand on 
his shoulder. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SENATOR THAD 
COCHRAN ON HIS 10,000TH VOTE 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-

dent, I just want to say a word about 
my friend, THAD COCHRAN. What a ter-
rific gentleman and fellow legislator he 
has been over the years. 

When I have gone to him to work out 
an appropriations problem, particu-
larly with regard to the 2004 hurricanes 
we had—and you will recall we had four 
hurricanes within the span of 6 weeks 
in Florida, and we so desperately need-
ed that assistance coming in to 
FEMA—Senator COCHRAN was there 
ready to help. 

Mr. President, if I could get Senator 
COCHRAN’s attention. 

Senator COCHRAN, I am saying some 
good things about you, and I just want 
to say what a gentleman you have been 
to this Senator, particularly with re-
gard to that time we had such dif-
ficulty in Florida during the 2004 hurri-
canes. When I came to you asking for 
appropriate help, you were there. And 
then, lo and behold, the next year is 
when you had your set of hurricanes, 
and it was my privilege to try to help 
return the favor. 

You are a real gentleman, and pass-
ing the 10,000 vote mark is quite an 
achievement. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, let 

me just say that when the distin-
guished majority leader is prepared to 
go forward or the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee is ready to 
proceed to H.J. Res. 20, I will stand 
down. But I wish to take this oppor-
tunity to also commend my colleague, 
Senator COCHRAN. 
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